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subsequently translated into Greek with various additions,
notably the* famous story of the chaste Susanna (xiii, 1-64),
the tale of Bel and the Dragon (xiii, 65 to xiv, 42), and perhaps
the Three Hebrew Children in the Fiery Furnace (iii, 8-97).
This is the first apocalypse to take the form of a prophecy;
but the events which it is supposed to foretell are darkly wrapped
in figures and symbols. Daniel holds an important part in the
history and formation of Messianic belief in Israel and largely
contributed to the Palestinian unrest which found expression
in the Great Rebellion.
B. The above-mentioned Wisdom of Jesus, Son of Sirach,
the Ecclesiasticus of the Vulgate,1 belongs to the second group.
It was originally written in Hebrew, but was translated into
Greek fifty years later in Egypt by the author's grandson, as
the preface tells us. The author himself was probably a Scribe,
well balanced, not dominated by legalism, and chiefly inter-
ested in morality. It is probably this last characteristic which
has earned him the title of Ecclesiasticus, since his work must
have seemed particularly suitable for educational purposes.
The wisdom of Ben-Sira often seems banal, little concerned
with religion.2
Ben-Sira may be compared with another book of Wisdom,
that attributed to Solomon,3 which has done so much to redeem
his tarnished reputation. It need hardly be said that the son
of David is not the author. After interminable discussions,
ranging over a period of about 250 years, the critics can tell us
no more of the date of the work than that it was written some-
time between 250 b.c. and a.d. 40, though they seem to show
a slight preference for the first century a.d. It is certain that
the author was an Alexandrian Jew. There are few works of
greater interest from the point of view of the Hellenization of
Israel. It is the forerunner of Philo, and although neither
Plato, Pythagoras, nor the Stoics are mentioned, their influence
is everywhere manifest.
Baruch 4 seems to be a patchwork of fragments of various
1 EB, art. Ecclesiasticus; Ryssel in CCLXIX, i, 230 ff.; LXXV,
iii, 157 ff.; LXX, 651 ff.; Les Apocryphes de VAncien Testament,
385 JT.
3 If an example is needed, here is one which is typical, though very
indelicate : xxxi. 20, ... The pangs of sleeplessness, vomitings and colic
are the lot of the intemperate; 21, If thou hast allowed thyself to eat im-
moderately, arise and evacuate and thou shalt have rest
3	EB, art. Wisdom (Book of); Siegfried in CCLXIX, i, 476 ff. ; LXXV,
iii, 377 # ;   Les Apocryphes de VA.T., 582 #
4	LXXV, iii (3rd edit.), 223 # ;   CCLXIX, i, 402 ;   Apocr. de FA.T.,

